Matrix-degrading proteases in hormone-dependent breast cancer.
Proteases have emerged as important modulators of the metastatic capacity of cancer. However, metastasis is regulated by multiple other characteristics of the tumor cell and evidence suggests the participation of multiple classes of proteases. In the present article we review the literature concerning the potential biological roles of multiple proteases in breast cancer. In particular, we focus on the gelatin-degrading metallo proteinase and on a novel 80 KDa matrix-degrading protease that appears to be commonly expressed in hormone dependent breast cancer cell lines.